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Read first time and referred to Judiciary
Committee.

Scnate bill No. 20, “*An act to validate
the registration of deeds an@l other evi-
dence of title in certain cases,” was read,
amendments of committee adopted, and
hill, as amended, read sccond time and or-
dered engrossed.

Scnate bill No. §8, “‘An act prescribing
the mode of procedure in district courts in
matters of probate,” was read second time
and ordere({, engrossed. .

Senator Swift offered the following resolu-

tion: -
Resolved, That' the clerk of Committee
on Privileges and Elections be requred to
also act as clerk for the Committee -on
Claims and Accounts. :

Adopted.

On motion of _Sc_-nq.‘téi' Culberson, - the

Sendte adjourned to 10 o’clock A. ., to-
MOrrow, - ) N

‘e

NINETEENTI DAY.

SENATE CIAMBER,
Avstix, February 8, 1874. %

Scnate met pursuant to adjournment,

The President of the Senate being absent,
fenator Dillard took the chair, and stated
that the President had requested him toact
in his absence, but that he would prefer the
Scenators would eleet a presiding officer.

HSenator Westfall moved that Senator Dil-
lard Le clected by acclamation.  Carried.

Roll ealled; quorum present.

Prayer by the chaplain.

The journal of yesterday was read and
adopted.

Senator Russell presented a petition from
citizens of Cameron county, ‘*Asking that
the auditorial board be re-constituted, and
the time for presentation of claims thereto
extended.”  1tend first time and referred to
Committec on State Affairs.

Senator Camp, for Judiciary Committeo,
suliitted the following reports:

I BB Hubbard, President of the Senate:

The Judiciary Committee, to whom was
veferred House bill No. 58, ““An act valida-
ting the nuthentication and registration of
certain instruments of writing,” instruct me
to report that they have had said bill under
cansideration, and report the same back
with the recommendation that it do pass.

Caxrp, for Committee.
dion, P, B, Fubbard, President of the Senate:

The Jadicwry Committee, to whom was
referred Senate bill No. 91, ““An aet for the
rebiel of purchasers of universgity lands, and
to validate the patents herotofore issued,”
Lave hind the smme under consideration, and
Instruet me to report the sume back with
the recommendation  that  said  act  be
nmended s follows:  Strike out all of see-

R

tion four. Amend further by making sce-
tion five scction four, and section six sce-
tion five. After said” Dill is amemaded as
above, the committee recommend that the
same do pass. ,
. Cawp, for Committee.
Senator Friend, for Judiciary Committee,
submitted the following report:
Hon. R, B. Inbhard, President of the Senede :
The Judicimy Committee, to whom was
recommitted Scnate hifll No. 34, ‘““An act
to regulate proccedings in the district courts,
respecttully report, that the same has agnin
been considered by the committee, and they
instruct me to report the same back, with
the recommendation that it do not pass.
. W. R. Friexp, for Committee.
Scnator Wood for Judiciary Committee,

submitted the following report:

un. R. B. IIdberd, Presidentof the Senate :
The Judiclary Committce, to whom was
referred Benate bill No §9, ‘‘An act toallow
fhe ‘several county couits' of the 8tate-to
ev
casgs, » have carcfilly considered the same,
and instrnct me: to report the same buck to
the Senate, with the recommendation that
the same do pass, with the adoption of the
accompanying amendments. . .
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Woon, for Committec.
A message was received from the llouse
announcing the passage of the following
bills : 1Touse bLill No. 57, ¢“‘An act to au-
thorize the County Court of Aransas county
to levy a special tax to build a jail;” House
bLill No. 116, “‘An act to give effect to the
Constitution of the State, as amended, so
far as it relates to the Supreme Court;”
Senate bill No. 14, **An act to authorize
district judges to inquire into the sufficiency
of the bonds ot justices of the peace.”
Senator Flanagan, for Judiciary Comunit-
tee, submitted the following report :
Jon. . 1. Hubbard, President of the Senats
Your Committes on Judiciary, to whom
was referred Scnate bill No. 80, ¢‘An act to
prevent speculations by officers or agents in
county, city or town contracts or liabilities,”
have had the smine under consideration, and
after carcful examination, instruct me to re-
port it back to the Senate and recommend
that it do pass.
Fraxauan, for Committea.
Scenator Wood, for Judiciary Committee,
submitted the following report :
HHon., R. B, Hubbard, President of the Sennte :
The Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred Senate  joint resolution, No. 76,
“Asking our HSenators and Represehtatives
in Congress to procure an appropriation by
Congress to improve the navigation of Sodn
Lake and Cypress bayous,” have considered
the sume, wnd report the sume back to the
Benate and recommend that the seme do
puss. Woon, for Committee,

‘and collect special taxes In certain:
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Senmtor Bradley, for Judiciary Commit-
tee, submitted the following report:
Hon, . B. ITubbard, President or' the Senute :
Your Judiciary Committee, to whom was
referred Senate bitl No. 30, ““An act cou-
cerning landlords and tenants,™ have again
carefully considered. the same, and report
the same back to the Senate with the ve-
commendation that the same do pass.
Respectfully submitted by the Judiciary
Committee.
BrapLEiy, for Committee.
Senator Hobby, for Judiciary Committee,
submitted the following report:
1lon. I}, B. Hubbard, President of the Seaate :
Your Committee on Judiciary, to whom
was referred Secnate bLill No. 75, ‘*An act
to amend ‘An act prescribing the times of
holding the courts in the several judicial
districts in the State,’” approved November
23, 1871, ask leave to report the same back
with the following amendment, to-wit: ¢“In
the county of Polk on the first Mondays in
June, October and February, and may con-
tinue in sessipn thirce weeks,” and recom-
mend the passage of the bill &8s amended.
Respectfully submitted,
Ilonuy, for Committee.
Senator Culberson, chairman Committee
on Internal Improvements, submttted the
following report:
Lion, 1. B. 1[ubbard, I)f'(‘ﬂ.“li('il!".)" e Sejieier
Your Committee on Internul Improve-
ments, to whom was referred Senate hill No,

the several judicial districts in the State,’”
approved August 10, 1870.

‘Senator Wood introduced a bill, entitled
“‘An act to further regulate the proof and
acknowledgment of deeds and other writ-
ten instruments, now permitted or required
by law to be recorded.” Read first time
and referred to Judiciary Committee.-

Senator Russell introduced a bill, enti-
tled ‘‘An act to rcgulate pawn brokerage.”
Read first time and referred to Judiciary
Committec. .

Senator Hobby jntroduced a joint reselu-
tion ‘‘To amend section six, of article five,
of the Btate Constitution.” Read first
time and referred to the Committece on Con-
stitutional Amendments.

Senator Davenport intreduced a joint fes-
olution ‘‘Authorizing the Executive to em-
ploy one or more additional clerks.” -

Read first time, and on motion of Senator
Westfall, the rules were suspended, resolu-
tion read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Senator Westfall," the rules
were further sitspended, resolution read
third time and passed.

Senator Stirman offered the following res-
olution :

Lexoleed, That the Comimittees on State
Aflzirs and Retrenchment and Reform, be

cauthorized to employ a clerk; and when

B39, “An act to incorporate the Southwest- |

ern Railroad Company, and to grant Lands
to aid in the construction of s roul™
report that they have carefuliv examine.d

with the recommendation that it do puss,
D. B, Crussrsox, Chairmant
Benator Cullierson for Judiciary Caronit-
tee, submitted the following report :
Hon, R B Ialiberd. Pecsideast or'the Sopat. ;
Your Committee on Judiviary to whom

Sarriveld,

said clerk is not employed on said commit-
tees, e shall report to the Committee on
Comptroller’s and Treasurer's Accounts for
druiy. )
The hour for the specinl order having
the President anuounced that it

swould now bhe eonsidered.
the same, and instruct me to report it back
1

The speeinl  order, Senate bill No. 64,

CSAaaet muendatory of ‘An act supplemen-
Stary to an act authorizing the disposition

and  sale of the university lands,””  ap-

Cprovaesl Mugust 30, 1858, approved Novem-

time,

was referred Senate bill Noo 77, “\u act to

aurhorize county courts to seil public lands
belonging to their respective counties,™
have cousidered the same, and in view of
the great importance of  the  proposed
measure, the committee inslr'lu'! me to re-
port the Hill back, and recommend that one
hundred copiesof the aet be printed,
CernnrrroN, for Caommitice,

Senntor Planaean moved that. the rules
e suspended aud the report he consuderad,
Carried.

Report of eommittee ndopted, one han-
dred copies of the bill ordered printed, )
on motion of Senator Culberson,  the hill
wid re committed ta the Shudiciary Com
mittee,

Mussupe from the ITonse was reecived,
amnmouncing the passace of Senate hill No.,
L SAuact to amend *Anoaet preseribing
the times of holding the distriet courts in

bey 12, 1866, was taken up and read second

Sewator Woods moved to ameund, as fol-
lows, by adding ;.

Seetion ... In case any portion of the
said university Innds are not sold and taken
up by actual settlers, or those desiring to
settle on the sune, nnd nctually o settle on
the sune, within the period of six months

.

cufter the samo are open for sale and
csettements in any  county  in this
Stute under the provisions of _this act,

any person who mny desire to purchase
same may do soy prerided, they shall not be
sold for less than the minimum price fixed
by the conmmissioners, aud the same terms
as tneredit and payment shall be extended to
such persons as to actual settlers on said
Lundsy proreided, no person, other than an ac-
tial scttler, or one who is entitled to sattle
under the provisions of thiyact, shall be per-
mittaal to purchase fess than 100 neres; an

procided further, that if, under the provis-
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jons of this section, any improved Iland
should be sold to any person other'than an
actual settler, such person, in addition to
the appraised value, under this act, of said
land, shall pay, in addition, the enhanced
value of the same, caused by the 1mprove-
ment; which enhanced wvalue shall hé as-
gessed, under oath, by two disinterested
freeholders of the vounty where situated,
and by them, at the cost of the purchaser,
be reported to -the Commissioner of the
Genernl Land Oftice, who shall add the
same to thee appraised value of said
land, under this act; and when other than
a scttler applics for purchase, his applica-
tion shall be accompanied by his atlidavit,
stating.that there is noactual settler.on the
land; and stating further, whether it is im-
proved or unimproved. '~ Adopted.

Senator Erath moved to amend as follows:

Section .. That wheneversuch university
lands have heretofore been surveyed, and
maps of recent surveys exist in the Land
Oflice, the Governor shall, as soon as practi-
cable ufter the passage of this act, appoint
the appraisers; and the lands may be sold as
soon thereafteras practicable, in compliance
with the rules and forms prescribed in this
act. Adopted.

Senator Bradley moved to amend as fol-
lows: Amend section five, eleventh ling,
by adding after the words *‘in writing,”
the following, ‘‘that they are in no wise
interested in said land by settlement upon
the same, or otherwise, and.” Adopted.

The bill as amended, was then ordered
engrossed, ‘ . .

On motion of Senator Allison, the rules
were further suspended; bill read third time
und passed. . .

Senator Parker moved to reconsider Sen-
ate bill No. 28, ‘‘An act to expedite busi-
ness in the district courts.” Cuarried.

Sepator Allison moved to recommit the
bill to Judiciary - Committe. Motion
adopted, and bLill recommitted.

Benator Bwift offered the following ad-
dress, to-wit:

Tv 1ls Euacellency Richard Ovke, Gorernor of
the Stute ¢f Texas:

The 1lIouse of Representatives of the
State of Texas, tho Senate concurring there-
in, do hereby address your Excellency, and
would represent that one L. W. Cooper,
Judge of the Third Judicial District, com-
posed of the counties of Houston, Ango-
linn and Trinity, is urndlt to hold the oftice
of Judge of tho District Court, for the rea-
sons following, to-wit:

First, Ile is uuqualified for the position
of distriet judge, because of the fact that
lie is possessed of no adequate amount of
:v;;nl learning, and 1s, therefore, incompe-

ent., .

Second, By .reason of his incompetency
hie has fuiled to discharge tho duties of his

oflice, resulting, in the county of Tlouston,

m the obstruction of publiec justice, by the
unnececessury accumulation of business, and
the virtual denial of justice to partied scek-
ing redress in the judicial tribunals of that
county.

© Third, The said judge has been guilty of
gross partiality to his political friends and

associates in the discharge of his oflicial
‘luties, as evidenced by his rulings and offi-

cinl "conduct in the c¢ase of The State of
Texas v. ..., Gireaux, the same now pend-

ing on appeal in the Sapreme Court at this

place, wherein, after'a gross perversion of
the law, in his charge to the jury in the in-
terest of the said party defendant, he did
fix the appeal bond at one hundred dollars,

when the jury had rendered a verdict againt

the defendant for two hundred dollars, he

being. charged with an aggavated. assault-
anc battery, or false imprisonment,. for hav-

ing, as a policeman, placed irons and hand-

cutfs on acitizen of Houston county, on the

‘plen that he had not obeyed E. J. Davis’s

high - handed usurpation, kunown as his
‘i B lection order,” in 1871, when said citizen
had violated no law ofthe land. And further,
the said judge then accepted as bondsmen
Wm. IHood and as the sureties,
without requiring an oath of them as the
law provides, and refusing to allow the at-
torneys representing the State to have their
solvency tested, when it was then asserted,
and a notorious fact, that said surcties were
wholly inselvent; and for other acts and
rulings in said cause, evincing a disposition
to favor the defendant at the cxpense of
public justice. Also, for many other acts
of similar character in numerous cases,
where the said judge has manifested his
partiality for his political friends of the
Radical persuasion, which this House will
reserve the right hereafter to specify.

Fourth, For attempting to use and in
using bis official influence as judge aforesaid
in persuading ertics prosecuting and others
concerned, and in various ways attempting to
defeat the operation of the law, by hearing
and attempting to sccurc the dismigsal of
cases where parties were charged with grave
offenses ngainst the law. As cvidenced in his
conduct in certain causes pending in the Dis-
trict Court of Angelina, styled the State of
Texns v. Wm. Boenner e/ al, wherein de-
fendnnts were charged with murder, and
thereafter for wrongful conduct and erro-
nious rulings and charge to the jury in said
cause, whereby ho sought to secure the ac-
quittal of "said partics, and did thereby
sccure thio acquittal of the defendants at.
the oxpensoe of.public justico and -to the
scandal of the judicial authority; and for
many other similar acts throughout his dis-
trict in the interest of his politieal and per-
sonul friends, which this House will reserve
the nght to horenfter specify.
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Fifth, For his and unbearable
partiality for s son-in-law, I, WL
Moore, a practicing attorney in his court,
whereby  his  whole  judicial  authority.
and influencé are and have been exerted in
the interest of the sald Aoore, both in
civil and criminal cases, to the prejudice of
other attorneys of the said court, resulting
in great injustive to partics litigant, and
bringing judicial authority into disgrace,
as evidencad Ly his nearly every oflicial act
where the said Moore was eoncerned, nnd
as evineed By his rulings and charge in cause
of E. M. Collins vs. Thohas F. (ook, now
pending on appeal in Supreme Court at
this place, to which reference is mude.
And for many other similar acts, which
this ITousc reserves the right hereafter to
specify.

Sixth, For presiding in the cause of The
State of Texas v. W. DL Taylor, pending
in ITouston ecounty, wherein defendant is
chargad with murder, and making rulings
therein in the interest of, the said Tuylor,
when the said judge had previously been
engaged as the attorney of the said Tuy-
for, (aid his said sen-in-law was then one
of the attorneys for the said Taylor,) all in
contempt of the law, and in utter disregard
of his official oath,

Seventh, For compeunding felony in the
case of The State v. Abe Smith, pending in
. ITouston county, whercin the defendant was
charged with thelt; whereby the said judge
did reccive the suin of one hundred dollars
as an inducement for and in consideration
of his thereafter having the said Smith dis-
charged, or some sueh similar service, where-
by the said Smith was promised that he
should not be further troubled in said
cause 3 and that the sald judge thereafter
failed aned refused to discharge his duty jin
said enuse, and has fuiled to have said Smith
brought to trial and has refused, on appli-
cation of the attorney representing the
State, to allow a forfeiture taken on said
Smith's bond, though the =aid Smith had re-
peatedly and uniformly faited and refused
to attend the said court, as required by his
said bond, and formany other derclictions
of duty and eorrptions in oflice, which
this House reserves the right hereafter to
specify. '

ore -
h.\’.\:ﬂ

Senator Culberson offered the following
resolutions: N

Resoleed, That the presiding officer of the
Senate, cause the scerctary to prepare thirty
tickets, and shall place on ten of suid
tickets the figures two, on ten of said
tickets the figure four, and the remaining
ten of said tickets the figure six, and shall
place the same in & hat and have the same
properly prepared for allotmeut.” Where-
upon the secretary of the Senate shall call
the roll by districts in the order of their
number, and as each district iscalled a page
of the Scuate shall draw a ticket, and the.
number on said ticket so drawn shall be the
term of the Scoator from such district, and
shall so be enrolled.

Resoliéel further, That this drawing and
allotment of term, shall take place at 12
o'clock to-day. ’

Adopted. :

Senator Friend offered the following bill,
“‘An act for the relicf of K. Bigham White.”
Read first time and referred to Comimittee
on Private Land Claims.

Scenator Swift offered the following reso-
luation, to-wit : C

Regolred, That a committee of three from
the Scnate and five from the ITouse of Rep-
resentatives be appointed to take into con-
sideration the propiiety of reducing the
number of judicial districts in the State,
and a reduction of the salaries of officers as
vrovided in article twelve, seetion eight,
general provisions of the Constitution, and
report as soon as practicable.

Adopted. N

The hour having arrived for the Senators
to draw for terms, the Senators procecded
to draw, with the following result :

Senators Ball, Camp, Ireland, Morris,
Russell, Trolinger and Wood, drew two
year terms. . . :

Senators Bradshaw, Bradley, Culberson,
villard, Flanagan, Hobhy, Moore, Parker,
Rundle and Swift, drew four year terms,

Senators  Allison, Buaker, Davenport,
Dwyer, Ellis, Brath, Friend, Lebetter, Stiv-
man and Westfall, drew six year terms,

There heing no Senators present from the
Twelfth, Thirteenth and Sixteenth Dis-
tricts, terms were dreawn for them, each
district drawing two year terms.

On motion of Senator Flanngan, the Sen.

Dexolrnd, "That the wlidress just veadd, re-
questing  (he removad of  Jwdes B W
Cooper, he relerred 1o joint gpecial coins

mittee of live menbors of the House and |
three on the part of the Seuate, the .‘-'-('n:'u-}
concurring thereing topd that said commiittee

report. the proper aele of procedare in
such ense, |

Adopted,

Al the follawing Sonators were ap :
peinted on =nid cortuilitoe ta confer with |
the House cammitice on said wilidres<, (o !

|

s Senators Swirt, Dol haw and Ball,

ate adjourned to 10 o’clock A, M. to-morrow,

TWENTIETI DAY,

NExaTE UlLAMBER, t
AvsriN, February 4, 1874,
et pursuant  to adjournment,
The President heing absent, on motion of
Senator Westfatl, Senator Dillard was eleeted
o net as presiding ofliver during the day,

Senate

.




